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Butler County Board of Elections 
Board Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2021 
 
The Butler County Board of Elections met on Monday, November 15, 2021, at 9:05 a.m., for a 
regular meeting. Roll call was taken and present were Chairman Frank Cloud, Member Mariann 
Penska, Member Todd Hall, Member Chris Wunnenberg, Director Diane Noonan, Deputy 
Director Eric Corbin, Data Administrator Jay Klein, Early Voting Administrator Nicole Unzicker, 
Butler County Resident Mr. Larry Hammond and Poll Worker Administrator/Executive Assistant 
Melissa Trotta. 
 
Chairman Cloud presented Document 1, Bills. Member Hall asked to clarify Robert Half Internat 
and Total Security. Deputy Director explained Robert Half Internat is the temporary agency 
used to hire part-time employees for the November 2, 2021 General Election and Total Security 
is the security system company for door repairs that were needed. Member Hall asked if the 
repairs were related to the security improvements from 2019. Deputy Director Corbin 
explained that the repairs were on items purchased before 2019. Member Hall moved to 
approve the bills on Document 1; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 2, the minutes of the October 15, 2021, meeting. 
Member Hall moved to approve October 15, 2021, meeting minutes on Document 2; seconded 
by Member Penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  abstain 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
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Chairman Cloud presented Document 3, the minutes of the November 2, 2021, meeting. 
Member Wunnenberg moved to approve November 2, 2021, meeting minutes on Document 3; 
seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
Director Noonan stated that there were no directives, advisories, or memoranda for review. 
 
Director Noonan stated there are a total of 319 valid provisional ballots and 34 invalid 
provisional ballots. She presented the following invalid ballots, 29 provisional ballots are invalid 
because the voters were not registered to vote in Butler County, 1 provisional ballot that is 
invalid because the voter cast two ballots, 2 provisional ballots that are invalid because the 
voter did not provide identification or the identification did not match the voter registration 
database, 1 provisional ballot that is invalid because the voter cast their ballot at the wrong 
polling location, and 1 provisional ballot that is invalid because the voter did not list a current 
address. 
 
Member Wunnenberg made a motion to invalidate the 34 invalid ballots Presented to the 
Board; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carries. 
 
Member Penska made a motion to approve the 319 valid provisional ballots as outlined on 
Document 4; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carries. 
 

Director Noonan presented Document 5 Invalid/Challenged Absentee Ballots. Early Voting 
Administrator Nicole Unzicker presented the following three ballots for board discretion. She 
stated one ballot is invalid because the voter’s identification does not compare, two ballots are 
invalid because the voter did not provide identification. She explained that the requirements 
according to the Election Official Manual, Section 1.07 in order for an identification envelope to 
be opened and the absentee ballot be counted, the voter must provide sufficient information 
on the absentee ballot identification envelope. She stated at the minimum, the voter must 
provide the name, signature, and proper identification. Early Voting Administrator Nicole 
Unzicker presented challenged ballot 1 with an identification discrepancy but the voter did 
provide their date of birth and a valid signature. Member Wunnenberg made a motion to 
approve challenged ballot 1; seconded by Member Hall. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carries. 
 

Early Voting Administrator Nicole Unzicker presented challenged ballot 2. She explained that 
the voter did not provide identification, but provided their date of birth and a valid signature. 
Member Hall made a motion to approve challenged Ballot 2; seconded by Member Penska. Roll 
Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
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All in favor; motion carries. 
 

Early Voting Administrator Nicole Unzicker presented challenged ballot 3. She explained that 
the voter did not provide identification but provided their date of birth and a valid signature. 
Member Penska made a motion to approve challenged Ballot 3; seconded by Member 
Wunnenberg. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carries. 
 

Director Noonan presented Document 6, Candidates to be Certified to the May 3, 2022, Primary 
Election. Member Hall moved to certify the candidates to the May 3, 2022, Primary Election as 
listed on Document 6; seconded by Member Penska. Roll Call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried.  
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Under New Business, the Board gave Mr. Larry Hammond, a Butler County resident, voter and 
Precinct Election Official, an opportunity to speak. Member Penska suggested giving a ten-
minute time limit. Member Hall moved to approve a ten-minute time limit; seconded by 
Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
 
Mr. Larry Hammond addressed the Board about many topics. He explained that he attended 
the Public Logic and Accuracy testing on October 7, 2021, to learn about the testing procedures, 
he asked questions and was able to understand. He stated that he is a Precinct Election Official 
and has not missed an election because he enjoys working at the polling location. He said he 
was concerned that Public Logic and Accuracy Testing took place after the beginning of in-
person early voting. Member Penska asked if Mr. Hammond was under the impression that the 
voting units used in early voting were not tested. Mr. Hammond said yes that was his concern. 
He also mentioned the date on the activity logs, on the voting units in his polling location were 
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dated after the start of early voting. Mr. Hammond expressed his concern about the separation 
of duties for staff members based on his observations. He explained that separation of duties is 
a best practice to ensure the integrity of a process. Member Hall summarized Mr. Hammond’s 
concerns and said the Board would provide explanations. Before exiting the meeting Mr. 
Hammond mentioned that the Board has chosen to use a vendor to send out vote-by-mail 
ballots and requested an increased budget for 2022. Chairman Cloud thanked Mr. Hammond 
for expressing his concerns and that the board would provide him with documentation 
regarding the topics discussed.  
 
Member Hall moved to go into recess; seconded by Member Wunnenberg. Roll Call:  
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
At 9:31 a.m. Chairman Cloud stated the Board is in back in session. 
 
Under the Director’s Report, Director Diane Noonan stated the office is getting ready for a 
recount and audit. She said there are 114 precincts included in the recount of the Member of 
Governing Board of Butler County Educational Services Center. Director Noonan stated the 
part-time staff member’s last day was Friday, November 19, 2021.  
 
Under Deputy Director’s Report, Deputy Director Corbin submitted the upcoming board 
meeting dates for the recount and audit. Deputy Director Corbin stated that the departments 
after election meetings have been completed and that Director Noonan and himself received 
great suggestions for future elections. 
 
With no further business, Chairman Cloud moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Member Hall. Roll call: 
Chairman Cloud  yea 
Member Penska  yea 
Member Hall   yea 
Member Wunnenberg yea 
All in favor; motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:55 a.m.  
 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 
Frank Cloud, Chairman   Diane Noonan, Director 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________ 
Todd Hall, Member    Chris Wunnenberg III, Member 
 
 
________________________ 
Mariann Penska, Member  


